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28 November 20130 /

Holland, Michigan

Several matters were taken up at the congregational meeting of the First Reformed
Church, Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte, presiding. The pastor admonished the members to
pay their debts. It was decided to rent the pews in order to raise funds for the church
building fund. VR admonished the members that the cemetery needed care. If it were
not improved in two months, he would see that it was done but then the congregation
would lose its rights to the cemetery. Because the meeting got late, there was no time to
discuss the matter of salary for the pastor.

In Dutch; translated by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, volume I, pp. 3-5.
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ARTICLE 8 — Brother Keppel asks whether it might not be wise under the present
money scarcity to support Dr. van Raalte by having each member older than 18 work one
day in six weeks on his behalf. It was decided to discuss this matter later.
ARTICLE 9 — The agenda having been completed, the consistory meeting was closed
with prayer by Elder Wilterdink.

Congregational Meeting of all male members of the church,
Held on November 28, 1850
ARTICLE 1 — After the meeting had been opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte, he
brought to the attention of the congregation the unfairness of their attitude concerning
failure to pay their debts. He warned them of the judgment of God upon them if they do
not pay their debts. The consistory supported the pastor, upon which the assembly
decided to meet
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the assessments as determined by the consistory. Furthermore, it was decided to rent the
pews of the church for the support of the church building fund. The rental for the pews
will be determined by lot, and payment will be in three or four categories.
ARTICLE 2— It was decided that each member of the consistory will actively involve
himself in receiving the monies and products given for the elimination of the church
debts.
ARTICLE 3- Rev. van Raalte states that the desolate condition of the cemetery is a
shame to the congregation, and he adds that if something is not done to improve the
situation within the next two months, he will see to it that it is taken care of, but in that
case the congregation will have no ownership rights. Upon this, the congregation
decides to improve the conditions at the cemetery.
ARTICLE 4 — The matter of the salary of the pastor was brought to the floor, but,
because it was already late, Rev. van Raalte postponed to a following
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congregational meeting the discussion of the matter. He closed the meeting with a prayer
of thanksgiving.
Consistmy Meeting held on December 16, 1850
Present were Rev. van Raalte, president; Wilterdinlc, Apeldoorn, Broek, Labots, and
Broersma, elders; de Weerd, Wilterdinlc, Plugger, and van den Berg, deacons.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 2 — Brothers Veeneklaas and Jannes Hofman and Sister Widow Bosch
appeared at the meeting because Elder Labots had brought against them a complaint,
namely, that they have not dealt correctly with Ms. J. ter Vree. They have not returned to
her monies they owed, not even interest on the sum. The love which she had
demonstrated to them was responded to with ingratitude. Secondly, the small amounts
they have given were assessed at a high value. All of this has made her life unpleasant.
Rev. van Raalte and others admonished them and urged

MINUTES OF THE NINTH STREET CRC.,
OF
HOLLAND, MICHIGAN
November 5, 1850 — May 24. 1855

Volume I

/// t714

Sc-c

ir a /4-

///

7

>

